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North was at this time Luis Botelho, the viceroy's nephew.
He was a young man of parts and courage, but of a violent
temper. He had already quarrelled with the Jesuits and
with many of the leading citizens of Bassein. When he
learnt that he had to select inside Salsette a site for a
Maratha factory, he resolved not to do it, For a long
time he put off the Marathas with fair promises. At last
Bajirao, suspecting his good faith, sent to Botelho as his
special envoy his brother-in-law, Vyankatrao Joshi, better
known as Vyankatrao Ghorpade. This distinguished man,
the ancestor of the present chief of Ichalkaranji, was the
son of one Naropant Joshi, a Chitpavan Brahman, whose
father Mahadji hud died while Naropant was only five years
old. Mahadji's widow obtained support from the kindness
of Mhaloji Ghorpade and brought up her son to be a priest of
Ramchandra, the family god of the Ghorpades. But Mhaloji's
son, the famous Santaji Ghorpade, saw with a captain's eye
the delight Naropant took in horses, arms and equipment, and
made the boy a trooper in his squadron. From that time
on the boy was Santaji's devoted admirer and so faithful
-was he in his service, that Santaji bade him call himself
his son and take the name of Ghorpade. One day, so the
story runs, Santaji's wife to tease the boy bade him, as
Santaji's son, eat off the same dish as his father. Had
Naropant done so, he would have lost his Brahman caste.
Nevertheless he readily offered to forfeit it, if his father
wished it. Santaji Ghorpade was too high-minded to exact
such a sacrifice; but from that time on, he regarded
Naropant always as the son of his loins. Naropant's son
was Vyankatrao. When Balaji Vishvanath was still a
subordinate, he was glad to marry his daughter to
Vyankatrao, In this way Vyankatrao came to be the
brother-in-law of Bajirao. As they grew up, the brothers
in-law took opposite sides in politics, Vyankatrao took
the side first of Shivaji and then of Sambhaji of Kolhapur.
He was taken prisoner by Shripatrao, the Pratinidhi, at the
.battle on tho Warna in 1730 A. D, and was thrown into